
The history of the codex begins in the Central Highlands of Mexico. Here the predominate culture was Mixtec . The 

indigenous Mixtec people who mainly inhabited the region  known as La Mixteca of Oaxaca were well known for their 

pictographic writing and documents. The Hidden Codex was created 

around 1550-1650, and is presumed to have been used in religious practice 

until the 18th century. 

The codex travelled an unlikely path to 

get to the United States. Two 

individuals were involved to bring the 

codex into the country.  

 

1The person primarily responsible for importing the codex into the United States is 

Major Harry S. Bryan (1861-1942).  Bryan was a Major in The Ohio National Guard 

and was a veteran of the Spanish American War.2  He was reported to be with U.S. 

Army Intelligence in Mexico City from 

1910 until 1925. During this time he 

met with Mexican President Huerta.  

"Huerta offered me a bodyguard of 25 

men but I told him I had full confidence 

in his ability to keep Americans safe 

and declined the offer".3 He was also 

reported to have close ties to and had 

received gifts from Francisco "Pancho" Villa, and had recorded gifts received in 1897 from 

Red Cloud  a year before the Spanish-American War.  He also bragged in a letter about his 

ability to get what he wants from the U.S. Secretary of War under President Wilson.4 
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The other person is William Niven (1850-1937) who was a mineralogist by trade and archaeologist by passion. Born in 

Scotland, he arrived in the U.S. in 1879 and briefly worked as a mineralogist for Thomas Edison. In 

1890 he began working in Mexico to locate minerals until 18945 when he turned his focus to 

archaeology. During an expedition under the 

support of  The American Museum of Natural 

History he discovered prehistoric ruins, now 

called Omitlan in the state of  Guerrero6.  In 

1910 he discovered an ancient burial ground 

at Placeres del Oro identified as belonging to 

the Nahua people7.  And in 1911 he 

discovered and documented ancient cities buried in volcanic ash 

on top of one another just north of Mexico City. 

Niven was a founding member of the New York Mineralogical 

Club, an honorary life member of the American Museum of 

Natural History, a member of the Scientific Society Antonio Alzate 

in Mexico, and a fellow in the American Geographic Society of 

New York and the Royal Society of Arts in London. In 1929 he 

moved to Houston, where he donated a large number of Mexican artifacts to the new Houston Museum and Scientific 

Society and served on its board of trustees. In 1931 he moved to Austin. He died there on June 2, 1937, and was buried 

in Mount Calvary cemetery.8 

 

On September 27, 1913 Major Bryan is quoted in a New York Times article urging that the President Wilson should 

recognize Huerta as president of Mexico.9  

During the same trip to Washington in 1913, Major Bryan makes a donation and loan to The Smithsonian National  

Museum of hundreds of various items of historical and religious artifacts. Included in the list of accessions is an entry to 

a pictorial record on coconut fiber that is the direct reference of The Hidden Codex.10. The original entry lists William 

Niven as the donor and lists Harry S. Bryan as the agent. 
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It is possible that the Major and  Niven were attempting to influence the decision-making in Washington at a time when 

they might have thought that the U.S. would  enter the war to intervene on their behalf. The United States actually did 

assist but not in the way the Major had suggested. In fact, President Wilson did the opposite and sent arms to Pancho 

Villa and Zapata instead of backing Huerta as Bryan had urged in the Times article. It is a debated possibility that Major 

Brian was either working for both sides or may not have been entirely genuine during his interview with the NY Times.  

The codex remained with the Smithsonian until 1936 when it was returned to Ohio along with the rest of the collection. 

The following records were created by the Smithsonian in 1936 when the items were returned. They describe the codex 

and its origins in detail.11 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis: 

 The specimen was collected by William Niven - a widely recognized archaeologist with excellent credentials for 

preserving cultural heritage. 

 The specimen was voluntarily brought in and donated by Indians in possession of the artifact to Mr. Niven  

presumably for the purpose of preservation. 

 Major Bryan and Mr. Niven worked together to deliver the codex to Washington and the Smithsonian as they 

had likely promised the Indians that their culture would be preserved and not destroyed as with the Spanish. 

 The codex was transported as the subject of many voyages across the region of Western Mexico by the Indians 

in an apparent effort to protect it from the Spanish. 
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Voyages of The Hidden Codex as reported by William Niven 



Owners Statement: 

The owners and investors have developed a great respect for the immense undertaking made by the indigenous people to 

develop, preserve, and protect their cultural heritage. 

It is a tribute in honor to this effort that this codex has been labeled “ The Hidden Codex”. 

It has also been labeled this for purposes of easy recognition in the large marketplace of ideas. 

We proudly acknowledge the original name of this artifact in native terms is more likely:  “Tezcatlipoca’s Smoking 

Mirror”. This refers to an obsidian mirror that the deity uses to reflect the sun and to ignite the fire in human hearts in the 

52-year new-fire sacrificial ritual ceremony pictured on the final page of The Hidden Codex. We gratefully acknowledge 

author, native scholar, and educator Loren Jeffries for providing the authoritative source for these insights. 

We are committed to the principle of re-uniting artifacts with the originators of this amazing cultural heritage and are 

appreciative it has been preserved for all mankind to study. 

Currently The Hidden Codex is not for sale. 
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